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Dear, Pilar Alejandra Sáiz

Please find enclosed our manuscript titled “Availability and promotion of alcohol across different outlets typologies and under different area-level socio-economic status” for your consideration for publication in Adicciones.
Alcohol is one of the leading factors associated with disability and death worldwide. Alcohol consumption has been associated with the characteristics of the urban environment. The aim of this study was to characterize the availability and promotion of alcohol at the point of sale in the city of Madrid, Spain, through social systematic observation.

The results of this study showed the wide availability and accessibility of alcohol products, and the ubiquitous alcohol promotion at point of sale in the urban environment. This exposure was higher for on-premise alcohol outlets. Moreover, we also found some differences in alcohol exposure according to area-level socioeconomic status. Wider hours of sale and more outlets with at least one sign of alcohol promotion were found in higher socio-economic areas, making alcohol exposure higher in these areas.

These results may help to design specific alcohol interventions that contributes to denormalization of alcohol consumption allowing to reduce alcohol-health burden and health inequalities. To our knowledge, this is the first study that described comprehensively availability, and promotion of alcohol associated to on-and off-premises alcohol outlets and compare differences between them. We believe that the results and implications of this study may be of the interest of the international audience of Adicciones.
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